Lute Society of America
Lute Rental Program
LUTE RENTAL AGREEMENT
Date:

______________________________

The Lute Society of America hereby rents instrument # _______, valued (with its case) at $_____________to:
Name:

Home Phone:

Address:

Cell Phone:
Email:

By signing this Rental Agreement, the renter indicates that s/he understands and fully agrees with and to the terms of
this agreement, that:
1.

Instruments are rented only to current members of The Lute Society of America (LSA). As such, renters agree to
maintain active, current (fully paid) membership in the LSA throughout the entire time they are renting an
instrument. LSA membership runs from January – December of each calendar year. Membership dues are
currently $65 for one year ($40 for students) regardless of the actual date in that year the individual joins the LSA.

2.

A refundable security deposit of $300.00 is required to rent an instrument. The deposit is refundable if: (a) the
initial minimum rental period (below) is met, and; (b) the instrument and its case is returned to the program in the
same condition in which the renter took possession. If the lute or its case is damaged, the deposit will help cover
the cost of repairs and these costs will be the renter’s responsibility unless the fault is shown to be inherent in the
instrument or case. If the repair costs do not exceed the amount of the deposit, the remainder will be refunded to
the renter when the repairs are complete and the invoice for those repairs has been paid by the LSA. If the repair
costs exceed the amount of the deposit, the renter agrees to reimburse the LSA for the difference. A qualified
luthier chosen by the LSA Lute Rental Program Director must complete all repairs.

3.

The minimum initial rental period is one (1) year. Therefore the renter understands and agrees that the $300
security deposit will be forfeited for rentals of less than one full year. Upon completion of the initial one-year
rental period, the renter understands, if s/he wishes to continue the rental, that the instrument is rented on a monthto-month basis and that all other provisions in this agreement covering instrument rental continue.

4.

Besides routine maintenance, replacement of broken strings will be the renter's responsibility and at his/her cost.
Should strings need replacement, the renter agrees to contact the Rental Program Director who will coordinate
string selection and order placement between the renter and the approved string vendor with whom the LSA has
an account. The renter agrees that s/he will not install new strings on the instrument without the approval of the
Director as installing strings made for other instruments (guitars, etc.) can damage the rental instrument.

5.

The renter is expected to carry a homeowner's or renter's insurance policy covering the above-stated value of the
instrument and its case with this insurance being in effect throughout the entire duration of the rental period and
all reimbursements are to be applied to replacement or repair. In the event of loss or damage beyond repair, the
Renter is to reimburse The Lute Society of America for the full value of the instrument and its case, indicated
above.

6.

Monthly rent for the instrument and case is $55.00, paid in advance of each month of the rental period (i.e., due
on the 1st of each month). To facilitate payment of rent, a PayPal invoice will be sent out via email to all renters
several days before the first day of the next month. Renters agree to pay the invoice using the PayPal method
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upon receipt of the invoice in order to maintain current rental payments. In order to secure a rental
instrument/case, an initial payment of the first and last month’s rent (totaling $110) is required. This payment
will cover the first and last month’s rent for the one-year period beginning on the date of this agreement, indicated
above, and ending 365 days after that date.
7.

The renter agrees to reimburse (via PayPal invoice) the Lute Rental Program(LRP) the amount paid by the LRP
to cover shipping costs of the instrument from the LRP to the renter. At the end of the rental the LRP will, in turn,
reimburse the renter for shipping costs which the renter pays to ship the lute from the renter back to the LRP. For
this shipment from the renter back to the LRP, the renter agrees to purchase shipping insurance equal to the value
of the instrument and its case (above). The renter will be asked to submit the shipping invoice to the Rental
Program Director so that a check made payable to the renter for the entire shipping amount (including insurance)
can be prepared and mailed to the renter by the LSA Treasurer. Shipping to and from the renter will be via ground
unless the distance requires air shipment.

8.

Renters are expected to maintain an active relationship with a qualified teacher such that the renter is taking
regular lessons and is conferring with the teacher about issues related to caring for the instrument, tuning it, etc.

In order to initiate the instrument/case rental, a signed copy of this Rental Agreement should be sent via US Postal
Service or as an email attachment to the LSA Lute Rental Program Director at the address below and a payment of a
PayPal invoice in the amount of $410 ($300 deposit and $110 for the total of the first and last month’s rent) should
be made (the Rental Program Director will email the PayPal invoice to the prospective renter). When the Rental
Program Director has received this signed Rental Agreement and LSA PayPal records indicate the $410 payment has
been paid, the instrument will be transmitted to the renter. The day the instrument is shipped to the renter a PayPal
invoice for the shipping costs will be emailed to the renter (as above) and the renter agrees to pay it upon receipt.

________________________________________
LSA Lute Rental Program Director
Michael M. Grant, PhD
74 Lodge Trail
Pawleys Island, SC 29585
P (843) 655-5745
F (843) 314-3784
lsaluterental@gmail.com

________________________________
Renter Signature

